Angora Fire June 2007
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On June 24, 2007, an illegal, unextinguished campfire at Seneca Pond near Angora Peak and Angora Lakes just west of South Lake Tahoe exploded. 
Absolutely no pun intended, but this was the one singular event that cast the biggest pall over the entire year. 
Coming off a poor winter (when all we bemoaned at the time was that the skiing wasn’t that great) and the whole of the Pacific Northwest started experiencing true drought conditions, this – of course – became one of the most notorious outcomes of such a dry year.
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         from Heavenly Valley web cam  (we are at ● )              from KOLO-TV, Reno 
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When all was finally declared out, 
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Press Democrat, John Burgess/AP Photo
The ultimate aftermath was clear (although extends even much further to the left as seen here):
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                               from USDA 
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The Angora Fire ultimately burned 3,100 acres, destroyed 254 homes and 75 commercial buildings, engaged more than 2,000 firefighters backed by trucks, bulldozers, tanker planes and helicopters for seven straight days, forced thousands to evacuate, and cost more than $10 million.
It was Lake Tahoe’s worst wildfire since the region’s settlement by white pioneers in the 19th century, and yet there were no fatalities and injuries among firefighters were limited to minor scrapes and a broken hand.
There are many amazing photos on the web and many great videos on YouTube. 
This one is one of the best (a newscast from KCRA in Sacramento right as the winds had kicked up and fueled the fire to cross a main road after about 48 hours, after they were getting confident they had a good handle on it). 
While we were never evacuated, we continually got automated “reverse 911” phone calls to be prepared to have to do so at any time. While the actual fire came within 1½ miles, we had a lot of stuff falling in our yard – charred blackened things…. could not even tell if they were parts of trees… or parts of someone’s home…. they were still warm when they fell (and that’s what everyone was so worried about – even if the actual fire didn’t reach this far, falling embers definitely were and could have sparked off a new fire at any moment).
Please excuse my crude attempts of labelling this GoogleEarth image
(“Shane’s School” at the bottom was his elementary school in 2006 & 2007):
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