The very first patent: 
A reprint of the very first patent ever issued to anyone in the new world, in what would later become the United States. This is a  mechanical patent dated March 6, 1646 written in old English script with printed translation on the bottom: 
Issued by the “Generall Courte at Boston” to one Joseph Jenkes of Lynn, Massachusetts, where he settled from England, in 1643.
This patent (called a monopoly in those days) was issued to Jenkes for the manufacture of 
“ENGINES AND MILLS TO GO BY WATER FOR SPEEDY DISPATCH OF MUCH WORKE WITH FEW HANDS, AND BEING SUFFICIENTLY INFORMED OF      YE ABILITY OF YE PETITION TO PFORME SUCH WORKES (THE COURT) GRANT HIS PETITION.” 
This patent was good for fourteen years within which time no other person could use any such invention “W’HOUT YE LICENCE OF SAID      JOSEPH JENKES.” 
Jenkes established an ironworks – the first foundry and forge in the      colonies. Under his supervision, the first furnace was erected, the first      moulds made, the first utensils cast and the first machinery and iron tools  made. The iron enterprise, under the protection of the Massachusetts Bay government appears to have been quite successful for several years. Jenkes cut the first dies for stamping out coins for the first Boston mint in 1652. He was the originator of many improvements in tools and  machinery and received patents for most of his useful inventions. 
His son Joseph became the founder of Pawtucket (Rhode Island) 
and his grandson in turn became governor of Rhode Island (1727-1732).
