It’s hip to be grammatically correct
Know when to use a semicolon? How about the difference between ‘lay’ and ‘lie’? These days, English teachers aren’t the only ones embracing the correct use of the language.
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You know the language-maven type: the one with a sharp pencil in her bun who gasps in horror at misspelled words and corrects the grammar of strangers. 
Could it be that she is becoming cool - even, dare we say it, hip? 
There is evidence of a growing respect for language and a resurgence in apprecia-tion for grammar, even grammar books. 
British author Lynne Truss’ lament on the misuse of apostrophes and commas hit the New York Times best-seller list in 2004 and remained there into 2005. Truss’ “Eats, Shoots & Leaves” has sold more than a million copies. 
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”The Elements of Style,” the age-old bible of good writing, was released in an illustrated coffee-table version last year. 
Bloggers, who write in the realm of mysterious acronyms and unofficial abbreviations, complain that they receive admonishing e-mails from readers about their use of language. 
And at the Borders on Fair Oaks Boulevard, there are now 20 shelves dedicated to books on grammar and writing. 
Is it possible we are entering the age of the grammatically correct, in which more people are speaking in “whoms” and “heretofores” and agonizing over semicolons and colons? 
“I think people who use grammar correctly are sexy because it means they’re smart,” says Laurie Rozakis, author of “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Grammar and Style.”
While Rozakis often has been a lone grammar gendarme - she notes that her children may need serious therapy for the embarrassment she’s caused them with her compulsion to correct - she sees others joining in her mission. Her book, published in 1997, has sold more than 100,000 copies and is in its second printing. 
She believes it is part of a societal shift. 
“I think there’s going to be a return to more formal styles of dressing ... and we’re moving away from sloppy grammar,” she says. “There’s more of a return to traditional values.”
The cause? The tightened economy and increased competition in the workplace, she says. 
“You whiten your teeth, you get laser surgery on your eyes, and you learn how to speak and you learn how to write,” she says. 
Rozakis, a former high school English teacher and now an English professor at Farmingdale State University on Long Island, N.Y., has a penchant for correction. 
“I live and die by the red pen,” she says. 
Indeed, she has been known to pull it out to fix a sign at the grocery store. She once knocked on a stranger’s door to tell him he should demand his money back because his wrought-iron address sign said “ninty-nine” instead of “ninety-nine.” And she lamented the money she spent on her son’s Princeton education when he misspelled the word “scandal” in an e-mail. 
There’s no question there is heightened interest in how absent hyphens can change the meanings of sentences or incorrect punctuation can make a love note a hate letter, says Richard Lederer, co-author of the book “Comma Sense: A Fun-damental Guide to Punctuation.”
“I co-host a weekly public radio show called ‘A Way With Words,’ ” he wrote in an e-mail interview. ”... And I have found that grammar/usage is one of the most popular areas for listener questions.”
Ask anyone for language pet peeves and you’ll face a barrage of irritating uses of nonwords such as “supposably,” “incentivize” or “orientate.” Perhaps your friends will rant about the use of “should of” when it should be “should have” or how people talk about “getting onto the bus” when they really are just “getting on the bus.”
Are we becoming uptight? Maybe. 
“Claiming, ‘Who cares how I say it or write it, as long as I am understood,’ is like claiming, ‘Who cares what clothing I wear, as long as it keeps me warm and covers my nakedness,’ ” Lederer wrote in his e-mail. “But clothing performs more than those functions. Your choice of clothing says something about your taste, your awareness of others.” 
What does our grammar and use of language reveal about us? A lot, says John T. Clark, an assistant professor of English at California State University, Sacramento. 
“With the accent, we think of where you’re from,” he says. “With the grammar, it’s where you went to school, what job you have, the kind of people you hang out with.” 
And then there are those who commit the almost unforgivable act of using words pretentiously but improperly, what's called “hyper-correction,” Clark says. 
“People are so worried and freaked out about appearing wrong that they'll hyper-correct,” he says. 
These grammar criminals use “whom” when it should be “who” or “myself” when it should be “me.” 
“The biggest hypercorrectors are people who might have pink-collar or blue-collar backgrounds but have career aspirations,” he says. “You see more of it in upwardly mobile societies.” 
In his work as a corporate trainer in business and technical writing, Dave Dowling noticed that people have difficulty with the difference between words such as “yoke” and “yolk,” “hurdle” and “hurtle,” and “exalt” and “exult.”
So he wrote the reference guide “The Wrong Word Dictionary: 2,000 Most Commonly Confused Words.” 
He thinks people are more self-conscious about their grammar because they have to be. Just look at President Bush, whose off-the-cuff speech has been known to include a grammatical error or two, he says. 
“We have an open-microphone society now and an open television lens,” Dowling says. “Nobody’s perfect, but when somebody does make a blunder, it’s amplified.” 
Trent Vanegas, writer of the celebrity-watch blog www.pinkisthenewblog.com, thinks everyone just needs to relax. On his blog, he has bemoaned the numerous e-mails and comments he receives from “the Grammartarians out there” every time he uses the word “irregardless.” 
“People ... it’s not that big a deal,” he wrote. “Who cares if the word irregardless is an actual word or not. ... Hasn’t anyone ever heard of poetic license?”
But if good grammar is chic, high school students have yet to catch the wave, says Jennifer Makol, an English instructor at Christian Brothers High School. “You could have fooled me,” she says. “It may be just a byproduct of teaching writing and teaching grammar, but I can’t have conversations with people without hearing their grammar mistakes.” 
Makol constantly corrects students who ask her to “send that book to Joe and I.” (It should be, “Send that book to Joe and me.”) And she decries her students’ failure to enter the “foreign territory” of commas. “If grammar is trendy,” she says, “people are missing it.” 
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Test yourself
Find the mistakes in the following sentences. 
1. While walking down the hall, her coffee spilled all over the linoleum. 
2. Martha made some homemade soup and sandwiche’s. 
3. Although it was hard to find, he delivered the package to the Smith’s house. 
4. Its up to Laura and I to choose the next book for our club. 
5. If I could remember my PIN number, I can get some cash from the ATM machine. 
6. His very unique comedy routine had us literally rolling in the aisles. 
Here is how a copy editor would fix the sentences in the grammar test: 
1. While walking down the hall, she spilled her coffee all over the linoleum. 
Otherwise, it sounds as if the coffee was walking. 
2. Martha made some soup and sandwiches. 
In this case, "homemade" is redundant, and the apostrophe in a plural noun is wrong, wrong, wrong. 
3. He delivered the package to the Smiths' house, although it was hard to find. 
Put an apostrophe after the "s" for more than one Smith, please. We're assuming that the house was hard to find, and this construction makes that clearer, but if the package was the hard-to-find item, a different rewrite would be required. 
4. It's up to Laura and me to choose the next book for our club. 
An apostrophe is required for the contraction of "it is." "Me" is needed because in this case, it's the object of a preposition. "I" used properly: "Laura and I get to choose the next book." 
5. If I could remember my PIN, I could get some cash from the ATM. 
Both "PIN" and "ATM" include the noun in the acronym, so saying "number" and "machine" is redundant. And "could" requires a second "could," but the sentence could be rewritten with "can" and "can." 
6. His unique comedy routine had us rolling in the aisles. 
Something is either "unique" or it isn't - it can't be qualified. And it would be a unique comedy club indeed if audience members "literally" rolled in the aisles. 
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Commonly confused words
AFFECT: influence 
Alison hoped the expired hair dye wouldn’t affect the color of her hair. 
EFFECT: result 
The effect of using expired hair dye was green hair for Alison. 
ALLUSION: indirect reference 
In asking for white coffee, Sarah was making an allusion to wanting milk in her drink. 
ILLUSION: false idea 
I held on to the illusion that Sarah drinks her coffee black. 
BESIDE: alongside 
Lisa sat beside Rachel. 
BESIDES: in addition to 
Besides sitting next to Rachel, Lisa also sits next to Cynthia. 
CAPITAL: seat of government 
Sacramento is California’s capital city. 
CAPITOL: the building where legislators meet 
The Capitol is between 10th and 12th streets in Sacramento. 
COMPLEMENT: something that fills up or completes 
David’s homemade marinara sauce is a perfect complement to this homemade pasta. 
COMPLIMENT: expression of praise 
I gave David a compliment about his marinara sauce. 
ELICIT: draw out 
Ken asks good questions and will be able to elicit good answers. 
ILLICIT: illegal 
Ken's questioning bordered on being illicit because you can’t ask people personal questions during job interviews. 
ELUDE: avoid or escape 
Tom was able to elude the magazine salesman who visited his house because he was working out at the gym. 
EVADE: avoid or escape by being deceitful 
Tom tried to evade the magazine salesman at his house by pretending he wasn’t home. 
FARTHER: more distant or remote 
Kathy ran farther than she had ever run before. 
FURTHER: greater extent or degree 
Kathy gave further thought to running five miles but decided she hadn’t stretched enough. 
FEWER: small number 
Rita has fewer than 20 dollar bills in her pocket. 
LESS: smaller amount 
Rita has less than $20 in her pocket. 
HANGAR: airplane shelter 
Jack is fixing his jet in the hangar. 
HANGER: something on which objects are hung 
Jack hung his jacket on the hanger. 
IMPLY: indicate indirectly 
Lori hoped to imply she wanted a piece of cake by saying she liked the decoration on it. 
INFER: conclude or decide 
When Lori said she liked the cake decoration, I was able to infer that she wanted a piece. 
MORAL: distinction between right and wrong 
The moral of the story was you shouldn’t lie to your friends. 
MORALE: confidence or enthusiasm 
Morale was low at the company after several layoffs were announced. 
PRINCIPAL: first in rank 
The school principal made the decision to cancel school for the day. 
PRINCIPLE: a standard or rule 
The principle we followed in calling a snow day is that students must be able to arrive safely. 
WHO’S: contraction of who is 
Who’s the person who tracked in this mud? 
WHOSE: possessive form of who 
Whose shoes have mud caked on them?
