The Jewel of the Sierra
Fact Sheet
Average depth of lake:
  989 feet     (301 meters)
Deepest point:
1685 feet     (514 meters)
Width:
 12 miles   (19 kilometers)
Length: 
 22 miles   (35 kilometers)
Area:
 193 mi2              (499 km2)
Watershed:
 519 mi2            (1344 km2)
Water volume:                         39 trillion gallons
                
( Lake Tahoe is the highest lake of its size in the United States, 
the second deepest lake in North America (after Crater Lake in Oregon at 1943 ft/592m), and the eighth deepest lake in the world (No. 1 is Lake Baikal in Siberia at 5712 ft/1.7 km).
( Total shoreline is 71 miles (114 kilometers):
California shoreline: 42 mi (67,5 km)
Nevada shoreline: 29 mi (46,6 km)
( The floor of Lake Tahoe sits at 4580 feet (1396 meters), 
lower than the surface floor of the Carson Valley.
The surface of the water is at 6223 feet (1897 meters).
( Lake Tahoe contains enough water to cover all of California to a depth of 14 inches (35,5 cm) or all of Texas to a depth of 8.5 inches (21,5 cm).
The amount of water it holds could supply enough water for everyone in the United States (50 gallons or 189 liters per day) for a total of five years.
( The lake’s water is 97% pure; clarity in some places goes down to 75 feet (23 meters). 
( The sun shines an average of 274 days each year. 
( Mountain elevations receive an average of 350-600 inches (890-1524 centimeters) of snow annually; the average lake level annual snowfall is 216 inches (546 cm) or 18 feet (5,4 m). 
The average annual rainfall is 8.3 inches (21 centimeters).
( The maximum surface water temperature is 68º F (20º C) and the minimum surface water temperature is 41º F (5º C). 
Below 600 feet (183 meters), the lake’s water is extremely cold, staying at 39º F (3,8º C) year-round.
( The highest point in the Tahoe Basin is Freel Peak at 10,881 feet  (3316,5 meters). The deepest part of Lake Tahoe is near Crystal Bay, measuring a water depth of 1,645 feet (501 meters).
( Sixty-three streams flow into Lake Tahoe, but the Truckee River is the only one that flows out, past Reno, Nevada, and into Pyramid Lake.
( The first recorded sighting of Lake Tahoe by a non-Native American was by John C. Fremont on February 14, 1844. His exploration party was guided by the legendary scout Christopher “Kit” Carson. 
The party first viewed part of Lake Tahoe when they arrived at the top of Red Lake Peak, 10,651 feet elevation, at what is now Carson Pass. This area is located 20 miles southwest of South Lake Tahoe.
( The Wahsoe Indian name for Lake Tahoe was “Da-ow-a-ga” (meaning: Edge of Big Water). White settlers later mispronounced the first two syllables, making Da-ow into “Tahoe.”
( Enough water evaporates each year from Lake Tahoe to supply Los Angeles (pop: 9.5 million people) for five years.
( If drained, it would take 700 years to refill the lake!
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